Day Fifteen

Ask for God’s presence and guidance today as you read his word and come to him in prayer.

There is a shrine in the French Pyrenees where people come to pray for healing. A war veteran who lost a leg appeared at the shrine sometime after World War II. As he hobbled his way along the street to the shrine someone called out, “Look at that silly man! Does he think God is going to give him back his leg?”

The young man overheard the remark and turned toward the speaker and said, “Of course I do not expect God to give me back my leg. I am going to pray to God to help me live without it.”

Read Mark 14:35-42

Jesus was experiencing the greatest agony and loneliness that anyone has ever experienced. He was beginning to feel the weight of the sin of the world and was wrestling with Satan’s temptation not to go through with his mission. So Jesus withdrew to Gethsemane, a familiar and friendly place (Judas knew where to find him), desiring two things; the fellowship of God and the fellowship of his friends.

In times of trouble we all want someone with us, we do not necessarily want him or her to do anything. We don’t necessarily even want to talk to them or even have them talk to us; we just want them there. That was what Jesus wanted, but men who just a short time before had protested their unwavering support, even their willingness to die for him, could not stay awake for even a single hour.

We can perhaps excuse them by saying that they didn’t understand what Jesus was going through. Nevertheless they had been asked to keep watch with him and they failed. Think about your own faithfulness in prayer and support for your own friends experiencing difficulties.

Jesus did not want to die; no one does who has their life opening up on the best years. He faced an agonising death and he knew it. If it were to have been easy, it would have been of no value. He had to force himself to go on, to persevere and endure, as we too, often have to do.

Jesus knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that what he faced was the will of God and therefore he must go on. He had to accept what he didn’t fully understand and venture into faith. He submitted, not to a God who sports with us but to his Abba (Father). If we can call God Father everything becomes more bearable. Time and again we will not understand but we can always be certain that “everything works together for good for those that love the Lord” (Romans 8:28)  

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Praise God for his faithfulness, his love and his mercy.

Thank him for his sustaining strength and guiding arm.

Praise and thank Jesus Christ for his faithfulness and willingness to face an agonising death for you.

Confess your own lack of faithfulness, your own lack of seeing things through and your own lack of support for troubled friends.

Ask for help to be the disciple you should be.

Ask for help to be the friend you should be.

Pray for others participating in 30-10-10 (especially your support partner if you have one).

Pray for the small groups throughout our church.

The first week you were asked to identify and then pray for a local issue, last week we took our view a bit further afield and asked you to look for a state issue that needed your prayerful concern. This week we are again going to widen our viewpoint. Please identify and pray for a national issue this week; eg the upcoming election, drought, security, health. You can of course keep praying for local and state issues at the same time.

Spend some time in silent prayer.

A prayer you may like to use
O God, you have said that you are especially near to those who are childlike in heart. Give us

             A child’s trust, that we may never doubt your love;

             A child’s wonder, that we may be lost in wonder at the beauty and the bounty of the universe and at the miracle of your love for us;

             A child’s love, that we may love you, as a child ought to love a father;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Day Sixteen

Ask for God’s enlightenment of the Scripture passage you are about to read.

You are now halfway through your thirty days.

How are you feeling?

Have you noticed any changes in yourself, your attitude or how you are spending the time?

Do you feel different about God and the time you are spending with him?

Is it easier to find the time?

Do you want more time or are you spending more time?

Spending time with God is meant to be life-transforming. “Real prayer is life-creating and life-changing… In prayer we are progressively taught to see things from God’s point of view” (Richard Foster)

To talk with God, no breath is lost

Talk on, talk on.

To walk with God, no strength is lost

Walk on, walk on.

To wait on God, no time is lost

Wait on, wait on.

Read Galatians 5:16- 26

“Sanctification” is a word that seems to have been dropped from our vocabulary. The Greek word for sanctification is hagiasmos; asmos describes a process so hagiamos is the process of becoming holy or let’s call it being on the road to holiness.

Each day in our lives we ought to be a little further along the road to holiness, the road to loveliness, the road to beauty. But sometimes we are stuck in one place and find we are no better than we were a day, a month, a week, a month a year ago. 

If we are going to make any progress at all along the way to holiness and beauty there are some things we really need.

First we need a bit of self-examination; we need to look at what we are and what we are doing. There is something wrong with a life if we don’t have “time to stand and stare” But we should not only take time to stand and stare at the world, every now and again we should take a look at ourselves.

Dr Johnson used to say that Sunday ought to be used for self-examination and we should always examine ourselves to see if we are a little further along the road to holiness than we were last week. We don’t do this as if we are hopeless, because we aren’t. But sometimes it is necessary just to see what we are like, what we are doing and what effect we are having on others. It will do us good to look at ourselves and to be aware of our faults, and then we can perhaps make ourselves a little better and move a pace forward on the road to holiness.

An interpretation of verses 22 and 23 that you might like to meditate upon:

“The fruit of the Spirit is an affectionate, lovable disposition, a radiant spirit and a cheerful temper, a tranquil mind and a quiet manner, a forbearing patience in provoking circumstances and with trying people a sympathetic insight and tactful helpfulness, generous judgment, loyalty and reliability under all circumstances, humility that forgets self in the joy of others, in all things self-mastered and self-controlled which is the final mark of perfection.”

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Today sit in silence before God. Let him speak to you, to reveal himself to you.

If you find this concept too hard or intimidating try it for 5 minutes. Then round off your prayer time with praise and thanksgiving.

Review your journal entries and pray as you are led.

You may like to pray Sir Thomas Moore’s prayer 
Give us O Lord a humble, quiet, peaceable, patient, tender and charitable mind and in all our thoughts, words and deeds a taste of thy Holy Spirit. Give us, O Lord, a lively faith, a firm hope, a fervent charity and a love of thee. Take from us all lukewarmness in meditation and dullness in prayer. Give us fervour and delight in thinking of thee and of thy grace and thy tender compassion towards us. The things that we pray for, good Lord, give us grace to labour for, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Day Seventeen

Begin today as you have over the last two weeks by asking God to reveal something of himself to you.  

Silence need not be awkward or embarrassing, for to be with one you love, without the need for words is a beautiful satisfying form of communication.

We all enjoy it when our children come running to us, all of them chattering at once about the events of their day. It is wonderful to have them share their feelings. But just as wonderful are the times when they come to us just wanting to be held, to have their hair stroked or to be cuddled.

A prayer is so simple;

It is like quietly opening a door

And stepping into the very presence of God,

There in the stillness

To listen to his voice;

Perhaps to petition, or only to listen;

It matters not.

Just to be there

In his presence

Is prayer.

Read Matt 6:5-8 

We were created for fellowship with God. God made us in his own image and likeness so that we would be capable of understanding and enjoying him, entering into his will and delighting in his glory. We could have lived constantly in this delight of unbroken fellowship but sin entered the world and robbed us of this wonder. But nothing, but this fellowship can satisfy either God or us. It was this fellowship that Jesus came to restore. This fellowship is meant to be ours all day whatever the conditions or circumstances surrounding us. The ability to maintain this close and glad fellowship with God all day will depend entirely upon the intensity with which we seek him in the time of our secret prayer.

When you are in secret you have the Father’s presence and attention. More important than our requests during that time is the fact that you have the assurance that God sees and hears you. You have met with God as if face to face, you are enjoying fellowship with him.

Don’t let your Bible study and your prayers become a substitute for real fellowship. This may seem like a strange statement but let me explain. If your desire is just for study, to gain knowledge and not to really know God and have him know you then you are substituting study, Bible reading for fellowship. If your desire is to pray just right, to use the right words and have the correct inflection or posture then you are substituting praying for real fellowship. This is where silence before God is important. In your silence you open yourself up to receiving God’s love and the inflowing of his Spirit. You also give of yourself to him, your love, your devotion, your heart and your life. Don’t substitute your activity for God’s action. Enjoy your fellowship with him the way it was supposed to be an exchange between friends.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Once again begin your prayer time in silence. Don’t be discouraged in this. 

If you have a leading from God prayer from this leading. Do not forget to praise and thank God for this. 

Praise and thank God for his continuing presence and guidance.

Praise and thank God for his prompting for you to spend time with him

Personal confession, be specific. Confess your reluctance if any, to find the time to spend with him. Confess your excuses.

Pray for our RE teachers.

Pray for wider church ministries like OAC who evangelise to youth throughout Australia. 

Pray for 3 or 4 people you want to see come to Christ.

Pray for your identified issues

Pray for your personal concerns.

A prayer you may like to use
O God our Father I have come to you now that you may enable me 

                  To walk in your light;

                  To act in your strength;

                  To think in your wisdom;

                  To speak in your truth and 

                  To live in your love. Amen.

Day Eighteen

Ask for God to reveal his truth in this reading

Great things are possible to any man or woman who knows what he wills and wills it with all his heart. The believer who has made personal devotion to Christ his watchword will find “in the morning’ the place where day be day the insight of his holy calling is renewed. 

Conversion is only 5% of the Christian life, 95% is going on with Christ. (Dr M.E. Dodd)

Read Psalm 5:1-8

Morning has long been considered the time for personal worship, a quiet time with God of Bible reading, prayer and meditation. It is regarded by most as a duty as well as a privilege to spend some part of the early hours with God.

One well-known Christian equated our quiet time with receiving Christ as Saviour and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. It is impossible to live our daily Christian life without a daily close fellowship with God. Our quiet times aren’t an end in themselves but help to put our focus for the day where it belongs, on God.

Personal devotion to a friend or a pursuit means that they will always hold a place in our hearts even when other people and things occupy our immediate attention. But personal devotion to God means that we allow nothing to separate us from him even for a moment. To abide in him and his live, to be kept by his grace, to be doing his will and pleasing him – this cannot be an irregular practice if we are truly devoted to Him.

If we want to secure the presence of Christ with us during the day, to have him abide with us and us with him then a lot depends on how we spend our time with him in the morning.   

Concerns for the day ahead with all its possible cares, pleasures and temptations may seem to disturb the peace enjoyed during our quiet time. But true Christianity aims at having the character of Christ so much a part of us, that in our most ordinary activities his temperament and attitudes reveal themselves. The Spirit and will of Christ should be so much a part of us that in our relationships, in out leisure time and in our daily business it will be second nature to act like him.  

The one essential to having a daily quiet time is determination, whatever effort or self-denial it may cost. It is this fixed determination to secure Christ’s presence that will overcome the temptation to be unfaithful or superficial.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Praise God for his mercy and justice.

Give thanks for specific answers to prayers.

Confess any judgmental attitudes.

Confess specific sins – angry words, words spoken without thought of their effect, impatience, neglect of friends.

Pray for Ralph.

Pray for our Parish Council.

Pray for our State and federal members of parliament.

Pray for our judicial system.

Pray for your identified issue.

Pray for your personal concerns.

You may like to pray St Richard of Chichester’s prayer
 Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ,

        For all the benefits thou hast won for me,

        For all the pains and insults thou hast borne for me.

 O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother

        May I know thee more clearly,

        Love thee more dearly, 

        And follow thee more nearly 

        Forever and ever. Amen 

Day Nineteen

Ask for God to be with you today revealing his truth to you.

A submarine is made to travel under the water. Yet every submarine is equipped with a periscope by which it seeks those things which are above. It travels in the water but the well-being of those in it depends on a knowledge of what is above.

Prayer is our periscope.

Read Colossians 3:5-15

With Christ’s death we died to sin, and with his resurrection we rose to a new life. After we receive this new life in Christ we are to “put off” our old selves. But Christianity is not a series of “giving ups”; it is a new life.
Adults don’t give up childish games; they outgrow them. As we grow in Christ we find that some things no longer hold our interest. Christ adds so much to our lives that there is no room for the old things.

How ridiculous would you look if you went to buy a new dress or suit and you refused to take off the one you were wearing. As a Christian have you tried to do this? It just won’t fit. You must lay aside sin first then put on the new person.

Our new natures are forever being renewed as we grow in knowledge of Christ. Our knowing Christ should make us more thoughtful to others. So we do not only put away but also we put on things such as tenderness, kindness, humility, patience and forgiveness.

Our Christian virtues must be cultivated and enlarged. Too often they perish for want of care. Too often the fruit of our lives looks like the ordinary fruit of the world. We must grow into the full stature of the fullness of Christ. As long as we live, there is something new for us to learn. We should never stop growing.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Use Psalm 29 as your prayer of praise today.

Give thanks to the Lord for the fruit that he is producing in you.

Look over the list of things to “put off” and the list of things to “put on”. Confess those things in the “put off” list that you cling to. Confess any lack of the things to “put on”

Pray for help to really forgive anyone that needs your forgiveness.

Pray for that person or people; pray God’s blessing on them.

Pray for the Federal government.

Pray for our Parish Council.

Pray for the Moderator of the Uniting Church.

Pray for your identified issues.

Pray for your personal concerns.

A pray you may like to use
Heavenly Father, grant unto us

                 Strength of will,

                 Steadiness of purpose,

                 Ability to do,

                 Willingness to bear,

                             Grant us this, O God. 

                  Wisdom to see what we ought to do,

                  Courage to begin it

                  Fidelity to continue it, 

                  Strength and skill to complete it,

                              Grant us this, O God. Amen. 

Day Twenty

Pray for God to reveal himself to you in a new way.

A small boy was watching a parade come through his city. His only problem was that he stood on the wrong side of a 6 foot high fence. He could only see the parade through a tiny knothole. He saw only what was directly in front of him at any one time. Consequently, it was a volatile experience for him. When he saw the lions come by it was scary, when the clowns came by it was funny and when the band come by it was exciting. Then something happened to him that gave him a new perspective. A man walked up to the boy and hoisted up onto his shoulder, so that he sat above the fence and could see the panorama of the parade. It was only at that point that the young boy understood what a parade was really all about.

Read Habakkuk 3:1-19

Here is a prayer for true penitents, they can claim God’s forgiveness and be restored to his favour. Wrath and mercy are part of the multifaceted nature of God. Even when he is wilfully ignored or blatantly disobeyed the love of God for his people draws him inexorably to them, in spite of their actions towards him. 
Habakkuk knows God is in control of his universe and he is working out his own purposes in his own time. Habakkuk has knowledge of God’s past deeds and from these he knows he can trust God implicitly even though he only sees a small part of God’s plan. We must wait for God to reveal his plan in his time and in his way.

God cannot always give us a satisfactory answer at the time, because our finite minds cannot grasp the thoughts of the infinite, but we can trust God always.

Habakkuk reflects on God’s past deeds and this fuels and awe-filled respect at God’s power as the one who sustains and provides for his creation. He now knows with certainty that he can request God’s help in the present.

Habakkuk’s ultimate assurance does not rest in visible yet temporary blessings, but an unshakeable relationship with his God. As a result of his faith, God will strengthen Habakkuk not only to endure but also to leap for joy. This strength is still available to those who find that they too can have this kind of faith in the God of Habakkuk, Israel and the Church.

 Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Use verses 1-4 as the basis for your own prayer of praise.

Review your own past blessings and deliverances. Praise and thank God for working in your life.

Confess the areas of your life that are not under God’s control.

Pray for your identified issues. (Praise and thank God for the work he has been doing over the last couple of weeks)

Pray for others in the church participating in 30-10-10.

Pray for our Premier and Prime Minister.

Pray for closer co-operation between the State and Federal governments.

Pray for your private concerns. 

A prayer you may like to use
Father God,

            Help us to believe in your love,

                 So that we may be certain 

                 That you will hear our prayer.

            Help us to believe in your power, 

                 So that we may be certain 

                 That you are able to do for us

                 Above all that we ask or think.

            Help us to believe in your wisdom,

                 So that we may be certain

                 That you will answer,

                 Not as our ignorance asks,

                 But as your perfect wisdom knows best. Amen.

Day Twenty-One

Pray for God’s insight today.

At the beginning of the twentieth century God gave a great revival to the Welsh people who got right with God and with one another. Many were converted. Those coming from afar to the meetings would inquire of the policemen, “Where’s the Revival?” Snapping to attention and with a glow on their faces they would reply, as they pointed to their hearts, “Ah, the revival is here! That is where the revival is, here!” That is where the revival we need must start – in your heart and in my heart. “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.”

Will we have a sleepless concern for the lost of our town? Draw a circle, place yourself in that circle and as you stand there, with sorrow of heart, pray this prayer, “O God send a revival, and let it start in this circle!”

Read 1 kings 18:16-39

What some people have said about revival:

D.M. Panton: “an inrush of divine life into a body threatening to become a corpse.”

Christmas Evans (a Welsh preacher): “Revival is God bending down to the dying embers of a fire just about to go out, and breathing into it until it bursts into flame.”

J. Edwin Orr: “Revival takes place when we experience times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.”

G. Campbell Morgan: “Revival is the re-animation of the life of the believer…(But) There can only be revival where there is life to revive.”

Revival is life at its best, life in all its fullness, life abundant, life overflowing with the grace and power of God. It is life in the true sense of what Jesus meant when he said “I have come to bring life and bring it to the full” (John 10:10).

Revival begins not with the conversion of sinners but the re-animation of the people of God. This is what we see in this passage. The survival of Israel’s worship of Yahweh, in fact the very survival of Israel was at stake when Elijah confronted the prophets of Baal. This was not simply a case of where Yahweh was to be worshipped but if he would be worshipped at all, so in fact it was whether Israel would remain Israel. The supposed people of God had been trying to worship both God and Baal so as to secure the maximum advantage from both. But a decision had to be made, Yahweh or Baal. They were given a very powerful demonstration of Yahweh’s supremacy over the false god. They were given a spiritual high, a time of revival.

Why didn’t they stay there? Why like us did they need these continued experiences or demonstrations?

The answer I think can be found in our overwhelming desire for independence. With the great spiritual experience we enter into a greater sense of relationship with God, we revel in it, we are conscious of a dependency on him. Unfortunately this sense slowly evaporates, seeps away as a sense of independence takes hold again. We begin to see not what God has done and continues to do for us, but what we have accomplished for ourselves.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Choose two or three attributes of God to praise.

Thank God for your spiritual highs and lows, as both are times of growth and development.

Review your prayer journal, praise and thank God for his faithfulness and answers to prayers.

Confess your areas of independence from God.

Pray for an increased yearning and desire for your relationship to grow and strengthen.

Pray for our Parish Council

Pray for the Welfare Arm of the Uniting Church.

Pray for your issues.

Pray for your personal concerns.

A prayer you may like to use
Give us today O Father,

         Reverence,

           to realize your presence;

         Humility,

            to know our need;

         Trust,

           to ask your help;

         Obedience,

           to accept whatever you say to us.

                                                       Amen. 

