Day Twenty-Two

Ask for God’s presence and guidance as you read His word today.

A man was driving an old Ford on a lonely road when it chugged to a stop. He was at a loss about what to do since he didn’t know much about cars. But he got out, put the bonnet up and began to tap here and there, jiggle this wire and that when he heard the roar of a car coming toward him. As it got closer he saw it was a brand new Lincoln, and the driver was nice enough to pull over. He stepped out, and walked up and said, “What’s the trouble?”

 “Oh, I can’t this old Ford going,” the driver replied.

 “Well,” answered the Good Samaritan, “let me have a look.” 

So he began to tinker inside and asked, “Do you have a screwdriver?” He adjusted something and then got inside and started it up straight away.

 “Thanks a lot. That’s great. Who are you anyway?”

Putting his coat back on the man said, 

“Well, I’m Henry Ford. I ought to know a little bit about the car we made.”

Read Hosea 14

Has God got something bigger in his heart for us than we are at present seeing or experiencing? No matter how spiritually alert and alive we feel God has reserves of power which we have not fully experienced.

Israel started off in absolute dependence on God – worshipping only him – but after a while they felt the urge to take control of their own spiritual lives and manage them as they saw fit. Whenever God’s people do this, no matter how bright and seemingly happy their religious life may be they are desperately in need of revival.

God knows that when we try to run our lives on our terms we demean ourselves and fall short of his plans and purposes for us. We must face the fact that as human beings we are helplessly dependent on God.

The periods of revival in the Old Testament came at the high peaks of corporate worship in the life of Israel, when the people acknowledge the fact that they could not successfully run their lives on their terms but were happy and effective only to the degree that they were dependent upon God.

The stepping-stone from independency to dependency is always repentance. The path to a continuous relationship with God is repentance. The key to all change is in a returning to God, for every effort to change must invoke at its core a shift in direction – away from dependence on one’s own resources to dependence on the living God.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Praise and offer thanksgiving to God, as you feel led.

See if any of these thoughts speak to your heart; confess those areas where you feel the need:

         You call me Master, and obey me not,

         You call me Light, and see me not,

      You call me Way, and follow me not,

      You call me Life, and desire me not,

      You call me Wise, and acknowledge me not,

      You call me Love, and love me not,   

      You call me Rich, and ask me not,

      You call me Eternal, and seek me not,

      You call me Gracious, and trust me not,

      You call me Noble, and serve me not,

      You call me Mighty, and honour me not,

      You call me Just and fear me not.

      If I condemn you, blame me not.

Over the weeks of 30-10-10 we have been expanding our outlook, we will again expand it this week by looking for an international issue for which to pray.

We often forget the “big picture” in the concerns of our everyday life. But God is concerned with the “big picture” and that means he is concerned about people everywhere and he wants you to be concerned too. 

Pray for the Coombes Family (our missionaries in the Solomons)

Pray for our pastoral carers.

Pray for your own personal concerns. Remember while he is concerned with the big picture, nothing is too small for God to care about, if it is a concern for you it is a concern for him.

A prayer you may like to use
 Father, Bless all the members of your Church

          Grant that, 

                    They may come to church with expectation;

                    They may worship in truth and sincerity;

                    They may listen with humility.

                    Give them minds which are eager to learn,

                    And memories that are retentive to remember,

                    And grant that they may go out into the world,

                            To practise what they have learned

                            And to live what they have learned. 

                                                                             Amen.

Day Twenty-Three 

Pray for God’s insight today

July 1st 1857 Jeremiah Lanphier, a quiet, zealous businessman decided to hold a midday prayer meeting. He distributed a few handbills inviting others to join him during the lunch hour every Wednesday. At the first meeting six people were present. The second week there were twenty and by the third over forty. It was decided to hold the prayer meeting every day. Within months 10,000 people were gathering in the city to pray. Thus began in New York the spiritual awakening which eventually spread through America and in1859 crossed the ocean to Britain.

Read Jeremiah 29:4-14

John Wesley: “God does nothing redemptively in the world – except through prayer.”

Our prayers become the bridge across which God’s purposes flow.

Matthew Henry said “When God intends a great mercy for his people the first thing he does is set them a-praying.” God is the only one who can produce revival, but the fervent believing intercession of his people is the ramp over which it flows into the Church. God loves his people to be involved with him, in bringing about his purposes.

Before God comes from heaven to work in extraordinary ways he places the burden of prayer on the hearts of his people.

The Church is God’s agent in the world through which his plans and purposes are to be demonstrated and expressed. She is here to model to the world what the Kingdom of God is all about. God is committed to work through her and not around her.

For the Jewish exiles in Babylon planning for the future seemed futile. But God had other plans. This passage neatly illustrates the difference between God’s thinking and our ill-conceived dreams. God always has plans for a future, a future in which there is willing and joyful communication with him. This future is not in some unreal spiritual realm, but exists in a normal life.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Praise God that his plans aren’t limited by our failures and weaknesses.

Praise God that he is a God that wants a relationship with us.

Thank God for his faithfulness in working with you.

Thank God for any changes you may have noticed, eg an increased desire to be with him, an ability to concentrate longer on Bible reading and prayer.

Confess any areas in your life where you have failed to place God first.

Pray for your international issue

Pray for international Aid Agencies.

While we are expanding our viewpoint don’t forget we live in Seymour and its surrounds. Pray for this town and the people in it.

Pray for those in this church and other churches in this town that they may be an influence for good.

Pray for our RE teachers.

Pray for your personal concerns.

You may like to pray this prayer from Clement of Rome
We beseech thee, Lord and Master, to be our help and succour. Save those who are in tribulation; have mercy on the lonely; lift up the fallen; show thyself unto the needy; heal the ungodly; convert the wanderers of thy people; feed the hungry; raise up the weak; comfort the faint-hearted. Let all the people know that thou art God alone and Jesus Christ is thy Son and we are thy people. Amen.

Day Twenty-Four

Pray for God’s presence and revelation.

A young couple bought a new house and they had to landscape. Since this was the first attempt at a new lawn, the young man wanted to get it right. He prepared the soil and put in a sprinkler system. When the weather was favourable, he rolled the earth, seeded the ground and finished very late into the evening working under torchlight.

For the next three weeks he nursed the yard along, rushing home after work, watering it daily, shooing away the birds and the cat. In spite of all his careful attention, nothing happened; not a single blade of grass.

One Saturday, he sheepishly entered the house and told his wife: “I’ve just found the sack of grass seed in the garage.” When his wife wanted to know what had happened, he said that he had planted the kitty litter!

Read Ephesians 5:8-24

Each day has it’s own opportunities, opportunities that may not come again. If we are wise we will take up these opportunities and use them to the full. We cannot be wise in using our time and our opportunities unless we know what God’s will is for us.

We are to be children of the Light. Each step along our daily walk is to be walked as such. As a plant cannot grow strong without light, neither can we. By living in the light it and we will grow to our full size and ultimately bear fruit

We, generally speaking have become more activity oriented, than prayer oriented. We have learnt a great deal about how to organise events, how to research and target specific objectives, but we aren’t good at prayer; powerful effective prayer for God to make his presence known in the world.

There is nothing wrong with being good at the other things; they in fact can greatly help in our evangelism. But we can become so satisfied by our own success that we deaden ourselves to the desire to see God sovereignly at work. We are in the midst of a spiritual tragedy when our activity becomes a blockage to his activity. Prayer, and only prayer keep our eyes fully on him.

If all the sleeping folk will wakeup,

And all the lukewarm folk will fire up,

And all the disgruntled folk will sweeten up

And all the depressed folk will look up,

And all the estranged folk will make up,

And all the gossipers will shut up,

And all the true soldiers will stand up

And all the church members will pray up,

Then revival and awakening are here!

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Have you spent time this week sitting in silence with God, just being with Him, abiding in his presence, letting Him fill you. If not, do so now.

Praise Jesus for being the Light.

Thank Him that he has availed this light to you. 

Confess the faults of your prayer-life: lack of time, lack of desire, not knowing how but not wanting to learn either.

Confess the opportunities that you have wasted.

Pray for our Peace Keeping Forces in trouble spots overseas.

Pray for the wider Church and opportunities to cross over denominational boundaries.

Pray for our Worship team.

Pray for your identified issues

Pray for your personal concerns.

You may like to use this prayer from John Hunter
Grant, O Lord that what we have said with our lips, we may believe in our hearts and practise in our lives; and of thy mercy keep us faithful to the end. Amen 

Day Twenty-Five

Ask for God’s revelation today

What happens to the oyster when one day there comes a grain of sand? This tiny piece of grit for the oyster is an agent of pain and distress. What does the oyster do?

It could rebel, metaphorically speaking it could shake its fist in God’s face and say: “Why me?”

Or it could say: “I don’t believe this is happening. I just won’t believe it and it will go away.”

Or  “I must think positively, there is no such thing as pain.”

Does the oyster do any of theses things? No it slowly and patiently builds upon the grain layer upon layer until it covers the sharp corners. Slowly and gradually a pearl is made. The oyster has learnt by the will of God to turn grains of sand into pearls.

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

There is nothing worth learning that can be learned without a struggle.

But this is what makes learning a thrill. If something were easy to learn there would be no triumph in mastering it. The thrill is to struggle at it for a time then suddenly to have the excitement of discovering that one understands what did not make sense before.

You don’t get anywhere in life and that includes your Christian life without effort.

“Sweat, tears, toil.” This is what Winston Churchill offered the people of Great Britain in 1940. Victory he said could not come without every possible effort by everyone.

We are to follow our Lord’s example and put our experiences, including our suffering to good account.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers

For your praise prayer today use Psalm 95:1-7.

We are told to praise and thank God in all circumstances. Think back on times when you have neglected to do so (especially the trying, testing times that you have experienced). Praise and thank God now.

Confess the times you have wasted your time and/or your talents.

Confess any broken relationships, times when you haven’t kept the peace.

Pray for anyone you need to forgive. Pray for help to truly forgive and then pray for God’s blessing for that person.

Pray for your identified issues

Pray for the Orphanage in the Philippines that is associated with our church. Pray for Jeff Ranger and his upcoming trip Pray for the children and the workers.

Pray for Gravit8, especially our young leaders.

Pray for your personal concerns

A prayer you may like to use

Lord God, Light of the minds that know thee, Life of the souls that love thee, Strength of the thoughts that seek thee; help us to know thee that we may truly love thee and so to love thee that we may truly serve thee, whose service is perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Day Twenty-Six

Pray for God to reveal himself in a new way today

Three people, with seemingly little in common: a blind organist, a boy born with Cerebral Palsy and a deaf preacher. The blind organist only had to be told the name of a hymn and he could play it perfectly and even though he had never seen the hymnbook he could give you the number of the hymn. Though blind he had a perfect ear and memory for music. 

The boy with Cerebral Palsy could read long passages from newspapers and books and then be able to quote them to you word perfect. He intended to use his gift somehow in God’s ministry.

The deaf preacher was also a prolific writer of Christian books. He found in his deafness the ability to concentrate, to be unaware of outside distractions. so he could give himself to God and his writing.

Three people, three afflictions, but they had something wonderful in common. God had compensated them for their affliction in a wonderful way so his kingdom could be advanced.

Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10

Sometimes when we pray to God for healing, for Him to remove a particular worry or “to take the thorn from our sides” we think God hasn’t heard us or hasn’t answered. These are understandable prayers on our part; we don’t like being in pain or distressed, and God has told us to come to Him about such things.

But don’t think God hasn’t heard or hasn’t answered because He has. God hears and answers all our prayers, it just may be God’s answer isn’t the one for which you were looking. God’s answer to you may be the answer he gave to Paul “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

God’s grace is always sufficient. But He may also compensate you in other ways; give you something that you weren’t looking or asking for. God knows so much more than us what we need, what we have to experience to be the people he needs us to be to carry out His mission in this world. 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve,

I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey…

I asked for health, that I might do greater things,

I was given infirmity, that I might do better things…

I asked for riches, that I might be happy,

I was given poverty, that I might be wise…

I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men,

I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God…

I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life,

I was given life, that I might enjoy all things…

I got nothing I asked for – but everything I had hoped for

Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered

I am among all men most richly blessed.
Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Look back over your devotional diary and your prayer journal. Praise and thank God for his revelations to you over the time of 30-10-10. Praise and thank God for his answers to your prayers.

Praise and thank God for those times He has answered your prayers not as we wanted but as he knew best.

Confess any disappointment of the time.

Confess your impatience of God’s timing.

Confess areas where worldly values have crept into your life.

Pray for God to further reveal to you His purpose for your life.

Pray fro a friend who may also be in need of such guidance.

Pray for your identified issues.

Pray for the “Make Poverty History” campaign

Pray for small groups within our church

Pray for your 30-10-10 partner

Pray for your personal concerns.

A prayer from William Barclay you may like to use
Lord God

         Give us such love of you,

               That we may find obedience,

                     Not a burden but a delight;

               That we may the cost of loyalty,

                     Not a trial but a privilege;

               That we may find your law,
                      Not a chain to bind us but wings to uplift.

         Give us such a love of others,

               That we may find service,

                     Not wearisome but joyous;

                That we may find giving 

                      Not a pain but a pleasure;

                That we may find sharing,

                      Not a duty but a joy.

         Give us such love of your Church, 

               That we may find its worship,

                     Not a dead convention but a living thrill;

               That we may find the obligation of church membership,

                     Not something to resent but something in which to rejoice;

               That we may find work within it,

                     Not an imposition but an opportunity. Amen. 

Day Twenty-Seven

Centre yourself on God. Sit quietly and expectantly. See God with you physically guiding you.

A poor, ill-educated servant girl joined a church. The minister of the church wanted to know if she was taking her membership seriously, so he asked her how she meant to live out her Christianity.

“I haven’t much time off, sir,” she said, “and I cannot attend many meetings or even many services.”

“Well,” asked the minister, “what will you do?”

“I always take the daily paper to bed with me at night.”

The minister was puzzled by this strange comment. “What’s the good of that?” he asked.

She answered. “Firstly I look at the birth notices and I pray for all the babies that have been born. Then I read the marriage notices and I pray that the couples may be happy and true. Then I read the death notices and I pray for God’s comfort in those sorrowing homes.”

Read Ephesians 1:15-23

Paul praised God for his love, grace, power and greatness. Then he tried to find things in the church for which he could give thanks. There may have been many weaknesses and many reasons for criticism. Criticism usually comes to our lips more easily than praise but Paul first looked to see God’s work in others.

Paul held these people constantly in his prayers. He knew that whether among them or far from them he could still pray for them. He could do this work in old age, in prison chained between two guards. What stops us?

Paul prays for wisdom to be granted. Wisdom comes not just in knowledge of facts, but knowledge of God himself. It means fellowship with Him. Paul prays for their wisdom to lie in the knowledge of the hope to which they had been called. Paul’s own hope in what he had in Christ had helped him through all his many trials and tribulations. When we truly know the hope to which God himself has called us what can stop us from acting upon it?

We have been promised the “riches of God’s inheritance” What are the riches of the world compared to that? Wouldn’t you want to share those riches with those you love? What stops you from sharing your hope with others?

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Have you given God time to speak to you this week? If not do so today.

Praise and thank God as you may be led. 

Thank Him for specific blessings.

Confess things about your life you have taken for granted and not thanked God for.

Confess your critical thoughts, your not seeing others as the “image of God.”

Pray for our men and women serving in the Armed Forces in the world’s trouble spots.

Pray for mission organisations like Impart, Tear and Samaritans Purse.

Pray for your issues. 

Pray for your personal concerns.

A prayer from Dean Henry Alford you may like to use
O Lord, give us more charity, more self-denial, more likeness to you. Teach us to sacrifice our comforts to others, and our likings for the sake of doing good. Make us kindly in thought, gentle in word and generous in deed. Teach us that it is better to give than to receive, better to forget ourselves than to put ourselves forward, better to minister than to be ministered unto to. And to you the God of love, be all glory and praise both now and forever. Amen.

Day Twenty-Eight

Ask for god’s revelation today

The question: “Can I be a Christian without going to church?” is often asked.

The answer is “Well yes, it is possible. But it is something like being: 

A student who doesn’t go to school;

A soldier without an army;

A salesman without customers;

An explorer without a base camp;

A businessman on a desert island;

An author without readers;

A tuba player without an orchestra;

A footballer without a team;

A politician who is a hermit;

A scientist who doesn’t share his findings;

A bee without a hive.

Read Acts 12:1-11

Up until now we have mainly concentrated upon our personal prayer-life, but prayer is also a corporate activity; something we are to do together. When Christ established the Church he had in mind a fellowship of believers. He did not want simply the worship of people as individuals; he wanted the Church as a whole to worship him as one body. Therefore if we are truly to know the power of prayer we must discover group prayer.

In group prayer we share our deepest needs with each other and God at the same time. We also recognise our dependence on other believers for love and support. It is only as we do so that we can fully know the meaning of the Kingdom of God.

Prayer in groups enables individuals to pray with more assurance. When other people share the same prayer concern you can pray more confidently, knowing that you are not just pursuing personal whims.

Prayer in groups builds Christian fellowship. In fact, prayer unites groups more quickly than almost any other activity. Sharing in prayer draws you into a closer bond and understanding of others. As you listen to other people pray you learn what God has taught them.

Prayer in groups expresses a spiritual truth: the Christian life is life with others. The work that God has for his family to do is such that the prayer meeting becomes the family business meeting – and the business requires your attention.

The early Church (Acts 1:14, 12:5) met regularly for group prayer. In a prayer group you will be nurtured by others and in time you will be able to support them as you yourself have been nurtured.

Seek out a group, set a time and place to meet regularly. When you come together take time to share your troubles, joys, doubts and needs. Then as a group make your needs known to God.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Praise and thank God that knows and fills your needs and wants before you even know them yourself.

Praise and thank God for the institution of the Church and all it means in your life.

Confess any unfair and/or critical, judgmental attitudes to the church and your fellow members.

Ask for help to forgive hurts you mat feel.

Ask for God’s leading as to whether you should join an already established small group, ask about having one formed more suited to you and/or joining with 2 or 3 others to form a prayer cell. (You may already have the beginnings of this with your 30-10-10 partner.)

A prayer you may like to use
Lord God, help us always to

         Praise rather than criticise;

         Sympathize rather than condemn;

         Encourage rather than discourage;

         Build up rather than destroy;

         Think of people at their best rather than their worst. Amen          

