Day Eight

Ask for God’s presence and revelation again today.

“Dad, how can I believe in the Holy Spirit, when I have never seen Him?” asked a 12- year old boy.

“I’ll show you how,” said his father, who was an electrician. Later Jim went with his father to the power plant. There he was shown the generators. “This is where the power comes from to heat our stove and give us light. We cannot see the power, but it is in that machine and in the power lines,” said the father.

“I believe in electricity,” said Jim. 

“Of course you do, but you don’t believe in it because you see it. You believe in it because you see what it can do. Likewise you can believe in the Holy Spirit because you see what He does in people’s lives when they are surrendered to Jesus and possess his power.

Read Luke 11:5-13

Regardless of its shape or size, whether we are asking for favours, singing in celebration or crying out in distress, prayer is our effort to engage God.

Prayer on fire happens when the Holy Spirit gets involved in our prayers and turns our common ho-hum everyday lives into a showcase for his extraordinary presence.

We often lament “If only I could fix my prayer life” Do you want to see answers to prays or more importantly do you want to know Christ, to know the reality of his presence in your daily prayer and worship time.

Are we lukewarm? God doesn’t want warmed-over people. He wants our lives to be passionate, hot, and aromatic full-bodied. The human spirit becomes lukewarm when it has not recently been exposed to the white-hot presence of the living God. We become lethargic, anaemic and bored. A lukewarm heart breeds listless worship, casual commitment and duplicitous obedience. Fortunately god does not give up on the lukewarm, he offers a cure, a fresh encounter with the blazing presence of the Risen Christ.

Something about the way Jesus prayed was so radically superior to anything the disciples had seen in other religious people, so they asked to be shown how to pray. At the end of his teaching Jesus told them the only way to learn to pray was to ask the Holy Spirit to come. He alone will make it possible to pray as Jesus prayed.

The better we get to know the Holy Spirit the more relevant and effective our prayer lives will become. We will discover that true prayer flows out of an intimate relationship with God.

A.W. Tozer “If we cooperate with him in loving obedience God will manifest Himself to us and that manifestation will be the difference between a nominal Christian life and a life radical with the light of his face.”

What makes this experience of God possible is God’s passion to make Himself known to us. God is even more eager to make Himself known than we are to know Him. He was seeking us before we were seeking Him. A.W. Tozer “Our pursuit of God is successful just because He is forever seeking to manifest Himself  to us.”
Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Praise the Triune God: Praise God the Father, Creator,

Praise God the Son our Saviour,

Praise God the Holy Spirit our Counsellor and Guide

Give thanks to the Triune God: Thank God the Father for his boundless provision and his plan for our salvation.                
Thank God the Son for accomplishing God’s plan

Thank God the Holy Spirit for revealing all this to us and being our advocate before God.

Confess the things you have done wrong: your angry words your impatience, your ignoring God’s opportunities your lack of desire to seek for more.

Pray for your concerns

Continue to pray for your friends and family to come to know Christ

Pray for our Parish Council and the decisions they make on our behalf

Pray for Ralph and others in this town that will lead worship this week.

Pray for Broadford Uniting Church and other churches that are struggling for numbers and/or are without a permanent minister.

Last week you chose a local issue to pray about. Maybe this week you could chose another issue and or keep praying for last week’s

Identify a wider issue; a state issue: education, health, safety on the roads or police. Pray for this issue every day this week.

A sample of a prayer you may like to use
O heavenly Father in whom we live and move and have our being we humbly pray thee so to govern and guide us by the Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our daily life we may never forget thee, but remember that we are walking in thy sight, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.

Day nine

Ask for God’s revelation today.

A young Christian once said “I know that I’m a Christian and I ought to pray, so I kneel by my bed for a while every morning. But I don’t know what to say.

An old Scotsman lay very ill and his minister came to visit him. As the minister sat down on a chair near the bedside he noticed on the other side of the bed another chair placed at such an angle as to suggest that a visitor had just left it. 

“Well Donald,” said the minister glancing at the chair “I see I am not your first visitor.”

Donald looked up in surprise, so the minister pointed to the chair.

“Ah! I’ll tell you about that chair. Years ago I found it impossible to pray. I often fell asleep on my knees; I was so tired and if I kept awake I could not control my thoughts from wandering. One day I was so worried I spoke to my minister about it. He told me not to worry about kneeling just sit down and put a chair opposite you, imagine that Jesus is in it and talk to him as you would a friend. So that’s what I’ve been doing ever since. That is why the chair is standing there like that.”

Read John 16:16-28

If Jesus had said “In about 18 hours time you will lose sight of me for about 56 hours, then you will see me again.”  The disciples would still have been puzzled about what he meant. There are some things you cannot understand until they happen and some things that we don’t understand even until years later.

Jesus likened His passion and death to a woman giving birth. The pain is most intense just before the birth. The darkest time for the disciples would be between Jesus’ death and his resurrection. Then their grief would turn to joy and they would understand what Jesus had been telling them. 

Jesus gently turned their attention again to the Father. He always glorified the Father rather than himself. He desired his disciples to know and love the Father as he did asking him as children for anything they need.

You can pray about anything. God is not just interested in the big things. “Cast all your anxieties on him for he cares about you”(1Peter 5:7) In other words if something is big enough to cause you anxiety, it is big enough to pray about. Remember the hairs of your head are numbered and not even a sparrow falls from the sky without God’s knowledge. Your concerns are God’s concerns. Is your budget worrying you? Tell God. Is your child rebellious? Take it to the Lord in prayer. Toothaches, injustices, exams, marriages, backaches hurt feelings and money worries – this is the stuff of life and God has given us a blank cheque. We have the name of Christ behind us, his full resources are at our disposal. Tell God, draw on his resources. He cares.

Never make prayer too complicated. Jesus taught us to come like children to a father. Openness, honesty and trust should mark the communication of children with their fathers. There is an intimacy between parents and children that has room for seriousness and laughter.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Look back over the last week and what God has revealed to you. Praise and thank God for being there with you and leading you gently to where you are. 

Confess whatever you feel God has revealed to you.

Pray for your concerns.

Continue to pray for whatever local and state issues you have identified.

Pray for the candidates for ministry presently completing their studies. Pray for our pastoral carers.

You may like to pray Erasmus’ Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ who art the Way, the Truth and the Life we pray thee suffer us not to stray from thee who art the Way, nor to distrust thee, who art the Truth, nor to rest in any other thing than thee, who art the Life. Teach us by thy Holy Spirit, what to believe, what to do, and wherein to take our rest. Amen 

Day Ten

Ask for God’s presence to be with you, guiding your thoughts as you read.

In London there is a little row of houses between Westminster Abbey and Deans Court called the Sanctuary. Two of the buildings among this row of houses are insurance offices.

A parable of modern life? –People seeking sanctuary (security) in earthly insurance.

These days everybody is searching for security. A Christian of the first century who may have asked, “What can I expect if I join up?” Could have been answered, “You can expect imprisonment, crucifixion, to fight with beasts in the arena, the stake and flames. You will become an outlaw and your life will never be safe.”

Read John 16:29-33

The disciples’ faith grew gradually with each new revelation they had of Jesus. They had called Him Lord and Master before, worshipped him as God and recognised him as the Messiah, yet their faith had been tried severely with recent events in Jerusalem.

When Jesus began speaking of his death, doubts flooded in about whether he really was the expected Messiah after all. A little thing, the fact that Jesus knew what they were thinking was enough for them to declare their faith in him again. It wasn’t, however, a very firm foundation for faith because they soon forsook Him. It wasn’t until after Jesus’ death and resurrection that the disciples’ faith became firm and unshakeable. We need to be very sure on what our faith is based.

A Christian once became bankrupt. He was about to lose his business, home, possessions – everything. He knelt beside his bed in tears. “Lord,” he started “all I’ve got left is you.” Then a wonderful sense of peace flooded over him. Jesus was all he needed: Jesus is all we need. He is everything.

There are times for all of us when we feel utterly alone and friendless. Jesus felt like that when all his friends deserted him at the time of his trial, when he most needed their support. Yet he knew that he wasn’t alone because his father was with him and Jesus felt completely at peace in the situation.

God gives us one another in his family so that we may love, encourage and support one another. Yet we are not dependent wholly on that support. Out peace and dependence is on God, our Father and in Jesus his Son who never leaves us or forsakes us, never lets us down or falls short in any way.

Consider who or what you are depending upon.       

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Praise and thank God for this week’s blessing. Be specific.

Admit to God your lack of dependence on him. Confess whatever it is that keeps you from dependence on Him. 

Thank him for sustaining you anyway. Acknowledge the fact that you have been forgiven

Pray for family and friends who need to come to know Christ

Pray for your issues

Pray for our local Council.

Pray for our worship team

Pray for the leadership of the Uniting Church

You may like to pray St Patrick’s Prayer
Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ before me, Christ beside me, 

    Christ to win me,

Christ to comfort and restore me,

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,

Christ in hearts of all that love me,

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. Amen 

Day eleven

Ask God to help you spend this time with him profitably

The Hamiltons are one of he greatest of all Scottish families. The Duke of Hamilton is called the premier peer of Scotland. He is the hereditary keeper of Holyrood House, the royal palace of Scotland. He is the peer who has the first vote in the Scottish Parliament and who had the privilege of leading the vanguard of the Scots into battle. The Hamiltons motto is one word: “Through”.

It is our Christian duty to think things through and to see things through.

Plato said, “the unexamined life was the life not worth living.” It is necessary for us to think about what we believe. Our faith is not very important to us if we’ve never made ant attempt to think out our beliefs and to think them through. Our faith won’t stand up to testing times unless we have thought it through. 

There was a telegraph boy during World War II. He was sent with a telegram when an air-raid threatened. He was almost at his destination when a bomb dropped. He was blown from his bike and was mortally wounded. 

When the men came to help barely conscious he made a great effort and held out the message. “Messenger Belfall reporting. I have delivered the message.”

In spite of the danger he saw the job through as did Jesus.

Read John 17:1-19

Jesus speaks to his Father quite naturally as any son would speak to his father. We too don’t need flowery, theological words in our prayers.

 Jesus is moving steadily towards the completion of his work on earth in an atmosphere of prayer. He wants and needs to be in close communication with his Father. His request to be glorified does not stem from pride but from his humble desire to glorify the Father.

Jesus was determined that his Father’s work should be completed. God has a work for you to do too. Seek to glorify him in your obedience.

Jesus’ love for his disciples comes over so clearly in this prayer. It is the prayer of our great high priest and the prayer of a man for his friends. He has been in their company for three years and had faithfully taught them all the Father had shown him. He had protected them and kept them safe.   

He asks the Father to keep them safe and united. He desires that they have a full measure of joy. Jesus had confidence that his Father would do all he asked. We too must have confidence that God will answer our prayers for those we commit to him.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Praise and thank God the Father and God the Son for the wonderful work they have accomplished for you.

Confess your own lack of seeing it through.

Sit with God allow him to speak with you to show you those things he needs you to know. Just know that his is God and He is there. Pray about anything that has been revealed to you. (If nothing has that’s all right too, just being with him is the important thing)

Pray for the people you work with.

Pray for the Elders.

Pray for your identified issues.

Pray for your personal concerns, remember you can pray for anything, what concerns you concerns God.

Commit two or three people to God.

A pray you may like to use
God be in my head and in my understanding,

God be in my eyes and in my looking, 

God be in my mouth and in my speaking,

God be in my heart and in my thinking,

God be at mine end and at my departing. 

Day Twelve

Quieten yourself before God open yourself to him and his leading.

“The reason mountain climbers

are tied together

is to keep the sane ones from going home”

I don’t know who said it’

or when or where,

but I’ve chuckled over it,

thought about it, and quoted it, too.

With a mountain of mercy behind me

And a mountain of mission ahead,

I need you, my sister, my brother

I need to be tied to you

and you need me,too

We need each other …

To keep from bolting,

Fleeing in panic, and returning

to the “sanity” of unbelief.

Gerhard F. Frost

Rodin had just finished the statue of Honore de Balzac. The figure wore a long robe with loose sleeves. The hands were folded in front. Exhausted but triumphant the sculptor eyed his work with satisfaction.

Although it was 4 in the morning Rodin hastened to awaken one of his students. The students’ eyes slowly focused upon the hands. 

“Wonderful,” he cried. “What hands.. Master. I’ve never seen such marvellous hands before.”

Rodin’s face darkened. A moment later he returned with another student. This one too remarked upon the hands and the beauty of this single feature likewise overpowered a third.

Something appeared to snap in Rodin. With a dismayed cry he ran to a corner of the studio and grabbed an axe. Horror-stricken, his students threw themselves upon him, but in his madness he shook them off. Then with a well-aimed blow he chopped off the magnificent hands.

Turning to his stupefied pupils he cried, “You fools, I was forced to destroy these hands because they had a life of their own. They didn’t belong to the resat of the composition. Remember this, and remember it well. No part is more important than the whole.

Read John 17:20-26

This is Jesus’ prayer for you! He has given us his glory so that we might be one with each other in the same way that Jesus and the Father are one Jesus will always do his Father’s will. They move together, work together, communicate with each other constantly, they have the same love and the same goal.

That is how the fellowship of believers should be – and how Jesus longed and prayed for it to be. We can only be one with one another in as far as we are one with God and his love is in us.

One of the main criticisms of the Church is that we are so divided. Make sure that you have no lack of love for your fellow Christians so that Jesus’ prayer may be fulfilled in you.

Some guiding thought for your prayers
For your praise prayer today you may like to use Psalm 96. If you don’t feel too silly pray it aloud.

Thank God for your family, our church, and other personal blessings you have received.

Confess those times you have hindered the unity of our church. 

Confess any commitments or promises you have made but haven’t kept.

Pray for help to keep your commitments, pray for wisdom to know when to make a commitment and when not.

Pray for Activ8 leaders and children.

Pray for our R.E. teachers.

Pray for the children of this town, especially those that are in danger or need.

Pray for teachers and other adults that work with children.

Pray for the wider church and that it will seek opportunities to work together.

You may like to pray St Francis’ Prayer
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace

   Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

    Where there is injury, pardon;

     Where there is discord, union;

      Where there is doubt, faith;

       Where there is despair, hope;

        Where there is darkness, light;

         Where there is sadness, joy;

           For thy mercy and truth’s sake Amen.

Day Thirteen

Ask for God’s presence with you today as you spend some fruitful time together.

An engineer must take into account three loads (stresses) when designing bridges. These are the dead load, the live load and the wind load. The dead load is the weight of the bridge itself. The live load is the weight of the daily traffic that the bridge must carry. The wind load is the pressure of the storms that beat on the bridge. The designer plans for bracings that will enable the bridge to bear all these loads. 

In our lives, too we need bracings, which make it possible to carry the dead load of self, the live load of daily living and the wind load of emergencies. When we place our trust in Christ, he gives us the strength we need to withstand these various stresses. He thus gives our lives usefulness, stability and durability.

Read Matthew 4:1-11

Asked how he resisted temptation as little boy answered, “I have a little talk with the devil and say, Get behind me Satan –and don’t you push.”

It was the Holy Spirit who led Jesus to the wilderness not the Devil. We often experience a spiritual low after reaching a spiritual mountaintop. Everything seems to go against us. If only we could see these times as testing times from God, chances to prove our strength in Him.

Yes the Father allowed the devil to tempt Jesus but only when he was ready to withstand him. Jesus was tempted when he was physically at his lowest but he proved that the Word of God is an effective weapon against the enemy. How well do you know your Bible? 

While at our lowest we often forget God. We feel far from him and do not think to turn to him. We even find it hard to pray. This is exactly when we should be praying; when it’s hardest to pray we should pray the hardest.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers 
Praise God for his faithfulness.

Praise and thank God for his assistance and strengthening through times of temptation.

Confess your lack of faith in him at these times.

Confess your neglect of turning to him.

Confess your lack of resistance to temptation.

Pray for your identified concerns.

Pray for help in your areas of weakness to temptation.

Pray for an increasing desire to spend time with God.

Pray for our pastoral carers.

Pray for our State member of parliament and our State Government and wisdom in their decision-making.

A prayer of Charles Kingsley you may like to pray
Guide us, teach us and strengthen us, O Lord, we beseech thee, until we become such as thou would have us to be; pure, gentle, truthful, high-minded, courteous, generous, able dutiful and useful for thy honour and thy glory. Amen 

Day Fourteen

Ask God to be with you while you study his word

There was a little girl who believed strongly in the effectiveness of prayer. Her brother had set a trap to catch birds and she was very concerned. She prayed that God would frustrate his plans. She shared her concerns with an elderly neighbour and told him how hard she was praying.

A couple of days later the old neighbour asked why she looked so pleased and if she was still confident of her prayers being answered. Julie’s smile grew wider as she answered, “I know for sure that my prayers will be answered. Yesterday I kicked my brother’s trap to pieces.”

Read Mark 1:35-39

Jesus knew he could not live without God. If he was forever to be giving out, he must also take in. (Don’t attempt to serve God until you have been served by him.) Jesus knew that he could not live without prayer. Not to pray is to be guilty of the incredible folly of ignoring the possibility of adding God to our resources. “In prayer we give the perfect mind of God the opportunity to feed our mental powers” Dr A.D. Belden 

So precious was Jesus’ time with God that he rose early (while it was still dark) so he could get away from the crowds so he could spend time with his Father. Jesus found the time and place away from all the pressures placed upon him so he could recharge his physical and spiritual batteries. Are we stupid enough to think we don’t need to do the same?

But even here they sought him. A doctor once said the duty of medicine is “sometimes to heal, often to afford relief and always to bring consolation.” That duty was always upon Jesus. Conscious as he was of his own weariness and exhaustion he was still more conscious of the cry of human need. So when they came for him he rose from his knees to meet the challenge of his task. Prayer will never do the work for us, what it will do is strengthen us for the task that must be done.

We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end the war;

For we know that you have made the world in a way

That man must find his own path to peace

Within himself and his neighbour.

We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end starvation;

For you have given us the resources

With which to feed the entire world

If we would only use them wisely.

We cannot merely pray to you, O God,

To root out prejudice;

For you have already given us eyes

With which to see the good in all men

If we would only use them rightly.

We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end despair;

For you have already given us the power

To clear away slums and to give hope

If we would use our power justly.

We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end disease

For you have already given us minds with which

To search out cures and healing

If we would only use them constructively.

Therefore we pray to you instead, O God,

For strength, determination, and willpower,

To do instead of just to pray

To become instead of merely to wish.

Some guiding thoughts for your prayers
Choose an attribute of God, eg mercy, love, justice and base your praise prayer around that.

Give thanks to God for all his blessings through the week.

Praise and thank God for answers to your prayer. (Check your prayer diary and see where he has been working in your life and the lives of those you love.)

Praise and thank God for progress in your identified issues.

Confess to God your lack of desire to spend time with him

Confess any areas of your life where you work in your own strength.

Pray for your personal concerns

Pray for your identified issues. 

Pray for Gravit8, leaders and the youth.

Pray for the young people of this town and the direction of their lives.

Pray for the churches within our Presbytery; the ministers and others leading worship.

Pray for the decision-making committees within Presbytery.

You may like to pray Ignatius Loyola’s Prayer
Teach us, good Lord, to serve thee as thou deservest;

 To give and not to count the cost,

 To fight and not to heed the wounds,

 To toil and not to seek for rest, 

 To labour and to ask for no reward

 Save that of knowing that we do thy will

 Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

